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The Norwich Natterer 

Welcome to the summer edition of the Norwich Natterer. 

It’s been a quiet time for us as a group, due to Covid restrictions on events and

group meetings, but a lot has been happening online instead. Training sessions, 

talks and screenings held by local bat groups and the Bat Conservation Trust alike 

have all been hugely successful and in some cases oversubscribed! That being said 

we’re very much looking forward to getting together to hold walks and real life events 

again. Read on for more details. 

As restrictions ease and things come back to life for us, so too for our region’s bats. The 

Bat Helpline has been busy taking calls including one from a lady who found a bat in her 

stove (see left)! One of our members gives an account of her first time volunteering for 

the helpline below, see page 2, and we have some basic advice for what to do if you find a 

bat on page 4.  

This time of year is also a busy one for bat surveys as the sunset and sunrise surveys 

begin, we prepare for the Waterways survey and Bats in Churches surveys are

underway too. A great opportunity to get more involved, no matter what your level of 

experience or expertise, see page 5 for more details. 

Our Nathusius’ Pipistrelle monitoring project, with Wageningen university in the 

Netherlands, brought some exciting news about one bat’s intrepid journey, and we chose 

a name for her on our Facebook page, see page 3 for her new title!

We hope you enjoy this newsletter, and please feel free to share with anyone who might 
find it interesting or want to join our group!
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Support Us 

If you would like to become a member of the Norwich Bat Group  we do not 

ask for a membership fee. However, we rely on donations and if you would 

like to support the work of the Norwich Bat Group, this can be done via

the Norwich Bat Group Website. Thank you for your support!  

The central part of the Norwich Bat Group’s efforts are to help protect, 

conserve and raise awareness of bats in Norwich and the surrounding area.  

Affiliated with the Bat Conservation Trust 

About Us 

The Norwich Bat Group was formed in 2007 and we have been working ever since to help protect, conserve and raise 

the awareness of bats in Norwich and the surrounding area.  The aim of this newsletter is to keep you informed of what we 

are doing and how you can get involved in the activities of the group. 

Norfolk is a great place for bats! Of the 17 regular resident species of bat found in Britain, at least eleven species have

been recorded in and around Norwich.  Bats can be encountered anywhere along the City’s waterways, and in our many 

parks, especially around Whitlingham Country Park and along the Marriott’s Way. 

https://www.norwichbatgroup.co.uk/membership/
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I’ve always been interested in bats, and it 

seems everyone around me knows it. I have 

two bat mugs, three bat t-shirts (and one 

very comfy bat hoodie) earrings and 

necklaces, bat Christmas decorations and, 

despite being a grown woman, multiple 

stuffed toy bats. But after all these years 

being fascinated with these often maligned 

creatures, I’d never done anything practical 

to help them. 

So this year, having a little more time on my 

hands than usual, I undertook the online 

training to be a bat helpline volunteer. Two 

trainers guided around 45 trainees over the 

course of a day on all things bats. Common 

species, flight patterns, preferred habitats, 

and seasonal behaviour were our 

introduction. Then onto more practical 

things like commonly asked questions by 

callers to the helpline, and how to find the 

nearest bat carer who could help. 

International bats, possible rabies cases and 

vets with bats completed our education and 

we were set to take calls. 

Bat News 

Volunteering for the Bat Helpline 

I must admit I was nervous for my first evening ‘on call’, wor-

ried that I wouldn’t know the answer, but it was amazing how 

much I remembered from my training day (that and all the 

resources were available to me online). I took two calls that 

evening, the first from a lady who found a bat in a plant pot 

outside her door, the second from a man who had been 

called round to his elderly neighbour, who had discovered a 

bat in her sink! When I asked how the bat had got there, he 

replied honestly “...I have no idea”.  

Since then I’ve had bats found crawling up walls, injured bats 

and bats stuck in security lights. One caller's attention was

drawn when her cat refused to come away from the stove. 

She opened the door and there was a bat inside!  

It is genuinely an interesting few hours on call for the help-

line, you are never sure what the next call will be! The sup-

port from the back-up staff is great too and it feels good to be 

doing something practical for bats, rather than just drinking 

out of my bat covered wine glass. 

~ Lauren Gwynn 
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Bats in Churches is a countrywide project 

between Natural England, the Church of 

England, the Bat Conservation Trust, the 

Churches Conservation Trust and Historic 

England that was created to address the issues 

that bats can cause in churches while 

continuing to protect their roosts.  

Over 600 people have signed up to be Church Bat 

Detectives and gather information for the survey, but 

there’s still time to volunteer! Visit the Bats In 

Churches website for more information and to find a 

church near you - www.batsinchurches.org.uk 

Bat News 

Bats In Churches

During the night of Sunday 2 to Monday 3 May, a Nathusius’ 
pipistrelle flew from Minsmere in England directly to Wijk 
aan Zee (Netherlands). This is the first detection of such a 
crossing from England to the Netherlands through the te-
lemetry study of the migration of Nathusius’ pipistrelles. The 
bat, an adult female, was tagged on 29 March 2021 by the 
Norwich Bat Group. For more information see https://
www.wur.nl/en/news-wur/Show/Nathusius-pipistrelle-
crosses-the-North-Sea-in-one-night.htm 

After hearing the news of this intrepid bat's flight, we decid-

ed she deserved a proper name! From the suggestions put 

forward by the committee, Lady Minsmere was chosen by 

bat fans on our social media. A fitting name for a plucky pipi-

strelle!  

Follow us on Facebook and twitter 

NorwichBatGroup @NorwichBats 

Bat crosses the North Sea

https://www.wur.nl/en/news-wur/Show/Nathusius-pipistrelle-crosses-the-North-Sea-in-one-night.htm
https://www.wur.nl/en/news-wur/Show/Nathusius-pipistrelle-crosses-the-North-Sea-in-one-night.htm
https://www.wur.nl/en/news-wur/Show/Nathusius-pipistrelle-crosses-the-North-Sea-in-one-night.htm
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Bat News 

Bat Care 

It’s getting to that time of year again where you might open your 

door one day on the way to work, and find that you’ve got a 

surprise guest on your doorstep! Bats are waking up and becoming 

increasingly active as the season progresses, and unfortunately 

they do somehow manage to get themselves in a spot of bother 

now and again. So what should you do if you find a bat at your 

home or work place? 

If the bat is in a vulnerable location, the first step would be to 

safely contain the bat in a suitable cardboard box like a shoe box, 

with very small air holes. Avoid handling the bat if you can by 

placing the box over the bat and sliding a thin piece of cardboard 

underneath it. If you have to pick it up, wear gloves and use a 

teacloth or similar to gently place over the bat and lift it into the 

box. Don’t handle the bat with bare hands as it is a wild animal 

which may bite, particularly if stressed. Leave a milk bottle lid with 

a few drops of water in the box, and then as soon as you can, call 

the BCT helpline on 0345 1300 228 for further advice. They will put you in contact with a local bat carer, who will be able to 

assess the bat for injuries, provide care where necessary, and hopefully release it back into the wild.  

Any bat that is found on the ground, or in an exposed area, especially during the day, is likely to need help, so please don’t 

assume that it is healthy and leave it outside to fly away. 

Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com 

Brown long-eared bat

At the end of June our Treasurer Abi was taking a roost count in nearby Spixworth and asked if any of our members would 

like to come along. Around ten of us stood in the grounds of Spixworth Church as the sun went down, bat detectors, cameras 

and clickers in hand! After just over an hour we had counted some 345 Soprano Pipistrelles leaving their roost, through a gap 

between the wall and roof of the church.  

The church was usually surveyed twice a year, re-

vealing between three and four hundred bats. The 

church wardens were reportedly supportive of the 

bats taking up residence, even hanging a stained 

glass piece in the window under the roost showing 

two bats in flight.  

Abi filmed the bats with an infra red camera, while 

member Lauren took ordinary footage for social 

media. You can see our short film of the bats 

emerging on our Facebook page—facebook.com/

NorwichBatGroup 
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Upcoming Events 
For the most up to date list of events, please see the Norwich 

Bat group website 

Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com 

Friday August 13th - Upton Fen bat walk  - Norfolk Wildlife Trust -  booking essential!

Noctules, natterers and pips - With bat detectors in hand Norwich Bat Group will guide us through the 
wonderful world of bats as we go in search of these nocturnal animals. This walk is free but spaces are 
limited and booking is essential. To book email wild@norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk or phone 01603 
598333

Saturday August 14th and Wednesday September 15th - Fairhaven Water Gardens bat walks - 
booking essential
Family evening with children's activities on August 14th but children welcome at both walks. Please 
book using this link - https://fairhavengarden.merlintickets.co.uk/product/EV0175

Thursday August 19th - New Buckenham Common bat walk  - Norfolk Wildlife Trust - booking 
essential
Booking is either by phone 01603 625540 or email info@norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk

Friday August 27th - Gressenhall Bat Night - booking essential

Children's activities/crafts and bat walk for all ages. For more information and to get tickets please 
visit https://norfolk-museums.arttickets.org.uk/gressenhall-farm-workhouse/2021-08-27-bat-walk?
t=1623835531693

Saturday August 28th - International Bat Night - booking essential

Look out for more details about an exciting evening with Norwich Bat Group to celebrate this year's 
International Bat Night. See our website, Facebook and email the group for more information.

https://www.norwichbatgroup.co.uk/events/
https://www.norwichbatgroup.co.uk/events/
USER
Cross-Out
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Further Details: 

More information on the NBMP surveys and which Waterways and Field Survey sites are up for grabs can be found on the Bat 

Conservation Trust’s website. 

If you are interested in any other of the surveys but need some training, send an email to the NBMP Coordinator via the 

Norwich Bat Group website who may be able to help. 

The National Bat Monitoring Programme

The Bat Conservation Trust runs a number of national, annual surveys which rely heavily on volunteers to monitor the status 

of many of our bat species across a range of habitats. These surveys form the National Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP). 

The data collected allow them to calculate population trends, assess the conservation needs of the UK’s bats, identify any 

significant changes in populations and help inform conservation policies. The NBMP surveys are carefully designed so that 

anybody can take part in monitoring these fascinating mammals and are fun and rewarding to carry out. Different surveys 

are suitable for differing levels of experience and knowledge and there’s bound to be something out there you can take part 

in! 

Types of Survey 

Roost Counts: 

These surveys are for 

buildings known to support 

bats, and focusses on 

common pipistrelle, soprano 

pipistrelle, serotine, 

Natterer’s bat, brown long-

eared bat, and lesser and 

greater horseshoe bats (not 

found in Norfolk!). You can 

register your own property 

for this survey if you like, and 

sit outside two evenings in 

June, counting how many 

bats come out. The Norwich 

Bat Group is hoping to set up 

a number of sites across 

Norfolk for this year’s counts 

– watch this space as anyone

is welcome to come along to

these!

Sunset/Sunrise Surveys: 

The most flexible of surveys, 

these can take place anytime 

between April - September in 

any local green space and is 

aimed at beginners, so is a 

great way to get involved if 

you don’t have any previous 

bat survey experience. 

Waterways Surveys:  

These take place in August 

and focus specifically on 

Daubenton’s bats. A 1km 

transect alongside a 

waterways course is walked, 

with counts of bats made at 

ten stopping points along the 

route. Again, you can choose 

a site which has been done 

before, or ask for a new site. 

Field Surveys: 

Field surveys take place twice 

in July, and involve looking for 

common pipistrelle, soprano 

pipistrelle, noctule and 

serotine along a pre-

determined transect route. 

You can either choose a site 

which has been surveyed 

before, or ask for a new site 

to be allocated to you 

(although bear in mind that 

with new sites you may need 

to design the transect route 

yourself – your NBMP 

Coordinator will be able to 

help you design one if 

needed). 

Daubenton’s bat © Hugh Clarke/www.bats.org.uk 

http://nbmp.bats.org.uk/Surveys.aspx
http://nbmp.bats.org.uk/Surveys.aspx
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