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The Norwich Natterer 

Welcome to your spring issue of the Norwich Natterer. I am delighted to be the new 

Chairperson for the Norwich Bat Group. As someone who is passionate about wildlife and 

conservation, this is a great opportunity to support the work of bat enthusiasts in our 

patch. In fact, it’s great to hear that our membership is growing. We have been using 

some of your membership subscriptions to buy untreated rough sawn wood and nails to 

construct new roost boxes for bats. 

Before the COVID19 restrictions were put in place, we put up many of these boxes and 

even had a chance to check some for bats. It’s amazing when you find signs that wildlife is 

using a home that you have helped put up, let alone find a cluster of pipistrelles tucked up 

for warmth and breeding or both! 

One of our big projects is finding out more about the ‘nathusius’ pipistrelle’ which is rare 

to the UK. Linking with bat workers from across Europe, particularly the Netherlands, we 

are using telemetry at remote locations and transmitting data from tagged bats to track 

their amazing migration across the North Sea! Group members have also been out and 

about checking important hibernation sites over January and February, with the 

exceptionally mild weather resulting in modest numbers of bats. 

The upheaval that COVID19 has caused in our daily lives is being felt by all of us. The 

Norwich Bat Group is following the latest advice from the Government and NHS and has 

cancelled our upcoming meetings, talks and events to protect our colleagues and 

members. We will continue to follow guidance for our summer events and keep our 

website up to date accordingly. 

We thank Dave White for his great work over the last two years as Chair and helping each 

meeting along with a great sense of humour and tip top process. Dave remains a key 

member of the Norfolk Bat world and the Norwich Bat Group and we look forward to 

continuing to draw from his expertise and enthusiasm. 

Thanks for your support for bats. I hope you enjoy this issue of the Natterer. 

Andrea Kelly 

Chair’s welcome 

Issue 5               April 2020 

for Norwich and the surrounding area 

Support Us 

If you would like to become a member of the Norwich Bat Group  we do not 

ask for a membership fee. However, we rely on donations and if you would like 

to support the work of the Norfolk bat Group, this can be done via the Norwich 

Bat Group Website. Thank you for your support!  

The central part of the Norwich Bat Group’s efforts are to help protect, 

conserve and raise awareness of bats in Norwich and the surrounding area.  

If you would like to support bat carers in their valuable work please donate to 

the Norwich Bat Group and let us know that you would like the funding to go 

towards  bat care .  

Affiliated with the Bat Conservation Trust 

https://www.norwichbatgroup.co.uk/membership/
https://www.norwichbatgroup.co.uk/membership/
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The cancellation of our AGM meant that I was not able to update you 
on progress of the National Nathusius’ Pipistrelle Project, so here is a 
somewhat curtailed version of the talk I would have given. Hopefully it 
will bring you up to date, but firstly, a big thankyou to everyone who 
gave their time and energy to the project. As you can see from the 
table we did not achieve quite as many surveys last year, or visit as 
many different sites due to the poor weather in late September and 
October which caused a lot of cancellations. However, volunteer hours 
and the total number of bats of all species trapped were still 
impressive. One night at Holkham Park was particularly memorable 
when we trapped and processed 48 bats! 

Over the 3 years that we have been running the project, we have 
trapped at 29 sites throughout Norfolk, mainly in the Broads but also 
inland lakes and some coastal sites. We know there are strong 
populations of resident Nathusius’ pipistrelle in The Broads, especially 
the Trinity Broads and Whitlingham area, and we have confirmed 
presence on the Bure at Ludham and South Walsham. Good trapping 
locations on The Ant are hard to find and we need to do more there, 
although we have heard Nathusius’ calls during our unsuccessful 
trapping attempts. Interestingly, despite sessions at 3 locations on the 
Wensum, we have not trapped or heard Nathusius’ pipistrelles 
although there are acoustic records near Fakenham which is close to 
the Pensthorpe waterbodies. 

We have now ringed a total of 186 Nathusius’ pipistrelles over the 3 
years, with a huge bias towards males. So far we have had 3 
recaptures, all males. One was trapped at Lily Broad in May 2017 and 
recaptured at the same site in September 2017. Last year, a male 
originally ringed at Hickling in September 2017 was recaptured a 
distance of 7.5kms away at Ormesby Water Works in May. Also last 
year, a male ringed at Holkham in September 2018 was recaptured at 
the same site in September. This is all evidence for resident 
populations and for some movement of males. To try to increase the 
chances of recapture, we have been working to install bat boxes at 
several sites. Read the Bat Box article in this newsletter for more 
details. 

 

Finally, we have had more evidence of breeding from trapping of 
juveniles and post-lactating females as well as success on locating 
maternity roosts or pre-maternity roosts from radiotracking females. 
In some cases, it was not possible to get access to private houses 
where tagged females were roosting to confirm the presence of a 
maternity roost, and at another location, the female was with 4 other 
Nathusius’ pipistrelles for 6 days in late May and then they all moved 
and she was not relocated. Presumably this was a pre-maternity 
roost? The information we have to date is shown on the map. 

I hope this gives an idea of what we have achieved in 3 years and how 
much more we have still to learn. There is also the MOTUS bat 
migration study running alongside this project (see MOTUS article for 
update) which is another exciting development. Here’s hoping that we 
can get out eventually this summer and build on our hard work and 
enthusiasm.  

Best wishes  

Jane (NNPP Project Officer)  

  

NATIONAL NATHUSIUS’ PIPISTRELLE PROJECT 

- 2019 update on progress  

Written by Jane Harris 

Numbers 2017 2018 2019 

Surveys 30 43 29 

Sites 15 20 13 

Bats trapped 171 221 302 

No. of volunteers 23 31 28 

Volunteer hours 360 650 500 

Year Males Females Recaptures 

2017 41 13 1 

2018 58 23  

2019 34 17 2 

Total 133 53 3 
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Bat boxes are not only important in providing roosting locations for 
bats in areas with low roost availability, but they also increase our 
understanding of distribution and numbers of bat species through 
monitoring. Furthermore, when located at key locations, we hope they 
will be used by Nathusius’ pipistrelles and increase the chances of 
recapture of ringed individuals. During 2019, we have pushed ahead 
with sourcing and erecting bat boxes at various locations and we will 
start monitoring them this year. Bat box checks require a Level 2 
licence, but there will be opportunities for trainees from the group to 
gain experience, working with licensed members. 

In January 2019, we erected 20 Schwegler bat boxes provided by The 
Broads Authority at Whitlingham Country Park, and these were 
monitored for the first time in September. Seven boxes had evidence 
of use by pipistrelles, and soprano pipistrelles were recorded in 4 
boxes, including a group of 7. These boxes were readily taken up in the 
first year. 

We needed over 100 boxes for various sites but expensive Schwegler 
boxes were beyond our means, so a source of soft wood planks was 
found. Men’s Shed at Poringland made 20 boxes for a donation and 
the husband of a member, seen hard at work in the photo, made up 
the remaining 100 boxes. The boxes are a standard design used by the 
National Trust at Sheringham Park and Felbrigg Park where common 
and soprano pipistrelles, Natterer’s, brown long-eareds and noctule 
use them. In addition, Essex and Suffolk Water provided another 10 
Schwegler boxes for Lound Lakes which are managed by Suffolk 
Wildlilfe Trust. Eilish and her NWT volunteers helped to erect boxes at 
Ormesby Water Works, including a few Schwegler boxes, and also at 
Rollesby and Ormesby Little Broad. 

 

BAT BOX PROJECTS – an update on progress 

Written by Jane Harris 

In support of the MOTUS bat migration project, a 6 strong team 
erected 40 boxes at RSPB Minsmere in December 2019 and 
more were erected at National Trust Dunwich Heath a week later. 
These boxes were checked on March 13th but no bats or signs of 
use were recorded.   

A total of 151 boxes have been sourced and erected, except those 
at Hickling where the coronavirus restrictions have delayed 
this. The sites and number of boxes erected are summarised be-
low.  We have also been asked by The National Trust to erect and 
monitor 21 boxes which they have provided at Bulfer Grove 
near Fakenham, a small ancient woodland owned by the trust.   

Location Number of boxes 

Ormesby Water Works   10 

Lily Broad   9 

Filby church paths    5 

Ormesby Little Broad   5 

Rollesby Broad   6 

Hickling Broad   20 

Whitlingham Broad   20 

Lound Lakes    22 

RSPB Minsmere    40 

NT Dunwich Heath  14 
The bat box maker at work! 

Ian, Elena, Vicky, Sharon and Cat at Minsmere  
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Progress on the MOTUS bat migration project has been significant 
since we were first approached by Wageningen Marine Research 
(WMR) in the Netherlands in January 2019. To recap, WMR has been 
studying the autumn migratory behaviour of Nathusius’ pipistrelle, 
specifically along the Dutch coast from where the bats may cross the 
North Sea to the UK. This work is crucial in not only understanding the 
migration routes for the bats but also the potential impacts of off-
shore wind farms in the North Sea. WMR has been using the MOTUS 
automated wildlife tracking system. MOTUS is an international 
network of radio receiving stations, detecting “coded” radio tags 
transmitting at 150.1MHz which can be attached to bats, birds and 
other species. It is managed by Bird Studies Canada, which provides 
tag decoding, central data storage and access. To date, WMR has 
installed 42 MOTUS receivers along the Dutch coast, including some 
on offshore installations, and the network is still expanding. 

Following WMR’s request for locations for receivers on the East 
Anglian coast to detect tagged bats arriving from the Netherlands, 
Norwich Bat Group found 3 suitable locations for receivers in Norfolk 
and Suffolk; Caister lifeboat station and the Lowestoft CEFAS building 
in Norfolk, and Dunwich Heath in Suffolk. The receivers must be sited 
on the coastline on elevated or open land or a tall mast or building, 
with no surrounding features to obstruct reception. Landowner 
permissions must be secured and planning consent was required for 
Dunwich Heath which is in an Area or Outstanding Natural Beauty. A 
further receiver station was offered by the Bird Observatories Council 
at their Landguard Point site in Suffolk. WMR funded four receivers 
and Sander Lagerveld and Rene Janssen from WMR worked with 
Norwich Bat Group on the first 3 installations in April 2019. 
Subsequently, with technical expertise from Norwich Bat Group 
member Ewan Parsons, the group now has the capability to install 
MOTUS receivers and we installed the Dunwich Heath receiver once 
planning permission had been obtained. 

More receiver stations at east coast Bird Observatories were installed 
in late 2019 and early 2020 to support long term bird migration studies 
by the University of Hull and British Trust for Ornithology, so that 
the UK MOTUS network now comprises seven receiver stations with 
plans for another at Minsmere in Suffolk, and more in Kent. The map 
shows the full extent of the North Sea MOTUS network. Ewan 
represents Norwich Bat Group on the steering committee for UK 
MOTUS so our contribution and aims are well known. 

In September, Ewan, Sue and Jane visited the WMR project while 
autumn tagging was on-going. Nathusius’ pipistrelles roost in bat 
boxes in  woodlands close to the Dutch coast on their migration 
journey. They are taken from the boxes during day time checks  from 
August to mid-October and tagged. WMR plans to radio tag 
500 Nathusius’ pipistrelles between 2017 and 2020.  

A major aim of the project is to 
study the spring migration from the 
UK to mainland Europe. The coastal 
woodlands at Minsmere and 
Dunwich Heath are a likely gathering 
place for Nathusius’ pipistrelle 
before the migration and we have 
erected 54 bat boxes in these 
woodlands with the hope of finding 
Nathusius’ pipistrelles for tagging in 
March and April. A Natural England 
Project licence has been obtained, 
which also includes trapping by harp 
traps and mist nets. Sadly, with the 
coronavirus pandemic restrictions, 
we have not been able to do any of 
this work this year, but look forward 
to spring 2021 by which time bats 
may have started using the boxes.    

 

MOTUS BAT MIGRATION PROJECT – an update 

on progress 

Written by Jane Harris 

From north to south: Spurn Bird Observatory, Caister Lifeboat Station, Lowestoft CEFAS 
building, National Trust Dunwich Coastguard, Landguard Fort Bird Observatory, 
Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory, Dungeness Bird Observatory. The inland receiver is a 
test station built by the RSPB but no data has been received from it.   

Working with Sander and Rene on the 
Caister Lifeboat Station receiver. A 
lifting platform was required. 

Ewan, Sue, Tom and Jane 
after installation of the Dunwich 
Heath receiver 

A tagged Nathusius’ pipistrelle. 

What surprised us was how  quiet 
and inactive Nathusius’ pipistrelles 
were when tagged during the day 
compared  to the feisty individuals  
we tag at night! 



5 

The group is coming up to its financial year end in a strong position. For the year to date, the 
group is running a surplus of £342.21, giving an overall cash position of £2,342.76.  
  
Expenditures this financial year have included:  
• £300.00 in donations to other causes that provide support to the Norwich Bat Group

(Caister Lifeboat Station, Poringland and Diss Men’s Club, Bat Conservation Trust)  
• £504.62 on re-imbursement of expenses for members (bat box materials, security locks 

for a monitored hibernation site, batteries, bat detectors)  
• £7.47 on paypal transaction fees  
 
  
Income this year includes:  
• £120.00 in membership income.  
• £1,033.90 from donations in exchange for bat walks and talks.  
 
  

Income and Expenditure 1-May-19 to 21-Mar-20 

 
 
 

 
Financial Position at 21-Mar-20  
 

 
Produced by Abi Gray 
Treasurer  

Financial Report 

Income  2019/20  To Date  

Donations In General  -£         1,033.90   

  

Membership  -£            120.00   

  

Grand Total  -£         1,153.90   

Expenditure  2019/20 To Date  

Consumables   £           504.22   

Donations Out (Exp)   £           300.00   

Transaction Fees   £               7.47   

Grand Total   £           811.69   

Year to Date  -£            342.21  Surplus 

Cash Assets  At 21-Mar-20  

Co-Operative Account   £         1,079.28   

Paypal Account   £         1,146.56   

Petty Cash   £            116.92   

Grand Total   £         2,342.76   

Members' Funds  At 21-Mar-20  

Members' Funds 30-Apr-19  -£        1,670.55   

Restricted Grant 30-Apr-19  -£           330.00   

Year to Date  -£           342.21   

Grand Total  -£        2,342.76   
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Most insectivorous bats in temperate environments (including all bats found in Britain) hibernate over winter.  They enter a 
state of torpor during which their body temperature falls to within 1-2°C above the ambient temperature1 and their heart rate 
drops. During torpor they rely on stored body fat to sustain life.  
 
During hibernation bats require a roost which provides them with protection from the elements (preventing them from getting 
frost-bite and are not so cold that they die2) and predators (including disturbance by humans). Bats will also switch hibernation 
roosts during winter because it is too cold or hot – the former Norfolk county bat recorder noted that barbastelles would turn 
up in a hibernation site at Eccles following a very cold snap.  Bats also rouse to forage on warmer evenings when the abundance 
of insects provides an opportunity to feed and recent work undertaken at a site near Norwich by researchers from UEA identi-
fied some low level of bat foraging activity on most nights during the winter period. 
 
What I find interesting about Norfolk’s bat hibernation sites is that they reflect human occupation of the landscape (in compari-
son, elsewhere in the UK hibernation sites also reflect local geology with caves being important).   
 
The oldest underground site in Norfolk is probably the pre-historic flint mines at Grimes Graves, Brandon.  In 1983 brown long-
eared, Daubenton’s and whiskered/Brandts were recorded there but bats have been using it much longer as Yalden (1992) 
found bones of Bechstein’s bats – a species no longer present in Norfolk.  
 
Other underground, man-made sites used for hibernation include lime kilns such as those at Alderford Common and Blickling 
Hall where Daubenton’s Natterer’s and brown long-eared bats are recorded. Tunnels associated with quarry sites and, a garden 
(the tunnels were used for irrigation purposes) are also used. More unusual sites include gun emplacements and a duck decoy at 
Quidenham.3 
 
Above ground sites include churches, such as All Saints Church Swanton Morley, and barns such as Paston Barn SAC and one at 
Holme Hale.  

 
During hibernation bats either hang free (such as in mines and kilns) or 
tuck themselves in in-accessible places. However generally speaking we 
know very little about what bats do in winter, including where they hi-
bernate (we know of many summer and breeding roost sites, but very 
few hibernation sites have ever been found and those we do know 
about only have small numbers of bats in them). It has been suggested 
that a temperature of 6OC may provide a buffer enough to allow a single 
site to be used for the entire hibernation period2

 and that the humidity 
requirements varies between species4 so it is likely that above ground 
sites are more important for hibernating bats but we dismiss them be-
cause they do not have the same conditions as underground sites.   
 
 
 
 

1
(e.g., Hock 1951; Herried and Schmidt-Nielsen 1966; McNab 1974 cited in Speakman & Racey, 2011), 

2Speakman, J. & Racey, P. (2011). How hot is a hibernaculum? A review of the temperatures at which bats hibernate Article in Canadian Journal of Zoology · 
February 2011DOI: 10.1139/z96-087 
3http://www.heritage.norfolk.gov.uk/record-details?MNF10817-Devil%27s-Oven-Cave&Index=10122&RecordCount=56734&SessionID=d542189e-fd1f-4a30-
85f5-072ca4ba1438  
4
Siivonen, Y. & Wermundsen, T. (2008) Characteristics of winter roosts of bat species in Southern Finland. Mammalia 72 (2008): 50–56 DOI 10.1515/

MAMM.2008.003  

BAT HIBERNATION SITES IN NORFOLK 

Written by Catherine Dew 

Anita Glover. Hibernation roosts.  The Bat Conservation Trust. 
https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/where-do-bats-live/bat-
roosts/hibernation-roosts  

http://www.heritage.norfolk.gov.uk/record-details?MNF10817-Devil%27s-Oven-Cave&Index=10122&RecordCount=56734&SessionID=d542189e-fd1f-4a30-85f5-072ca4ba1438
http://www.heritage.norfolk.gov.uk/record-details?MNF10817-Devil%27s-Oven-Cave&Index=10122&RecordCount=56734&SessionID=d542189e-fd1f-4a30-85f5-072ca4ba1438
https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/where-do-bats-live/bat-roosts/hibernation-roosts
https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/where-do-bats-live/bat-roosts/hibernation-roosts
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There have been some changes since the NBG meeting in November 2018 when I gave a brief presentation on my aims to gather 
together and update various lists of hibernation sites in the county. At that time the initial list prepared in 2014 and subsequent-
ly updated by Richard Moores had a total of 103 sites including 35 potential Lime or Brick Kiln sites and 54 Ice House locations. 
 
Further cross referencing with National Heritage Explorer, checking air photos and input from some hard-working members of 
the group has resulted in quite a few additions and the removal of some duplications of sites known by different names. 
 
At least 135 sites have now been recorded with another 20 names/leads to be followed up. 
The potential Ice House total has now increased to 64 & Lime / Brick Kilns to 44. Other sites include a number of chalk pit tun-
nels, a few cellars and built tunnels and a couple of old airfield / military sites. At least four of these sites are likely to still have 
potential for bat access but openings are either not big enough for people to enter or the structure is too unsafe.  
 
I have records of 50 of these sites having being checked for bats over the last two winter seasons. Species recorded were 
Daubenton’s, Natterer’s, the occasional Pipistrelle and Brown long-eared bat. I’m sure more have been visited but have not 
heard about them. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please would you let me know if you are checking a hibernation site regularly and have not yet 
been in touch. If there is sensitive information or you don’t wish to disclose bat numbers, that is 
fine.   
  
I am hoping to prepare a list of locations for people to follow up in the future. It would be good to 
avoid duplicating effort. 
 
Sue Parsons 

Norfolk Winter Hibernation Site Update 

Spring 2020 

Written by Sue Parsons 

How many hibernating bats?   
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Membership Secretary Report 2020 

Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com   

I would like to wish all group members our sincere best wishes for them and their families and friends in the current coronavirus pan-

demic. We will follow government guidelines to ensure that we are keeping our group members safe and at present, nothing planned 

so far for this year will go ahead, including the talk on April 30th about the NBMP. We will keep you updated as the year goes on. 

At the AGM last year, I reported a membership of 189. This has now grown to 214. This includes a couple of children and their parents 

and also takes into account a few people who have asked to be removed from the list as they have now moved. 

Membership requests come throughout the year and are a mixture of people wishing to improve their knowledge, skills and experi-

ence as bat workers and also interested amateurs – for example people who have attended one of our bat walks or other events. This 

continued rise is encouraging, especially as some then become involved in projects. 

All members are emailed the regular BCT Bulletin and normally, notification of any events going on – talks, walks, events requiring 

help etc. 

If members are able to donate the suggested £5 each year, then it would help with purchase of detectors and other equipment etc, 

plus materials for events. We don’t ask for a membership fee, to maintain membership, however, this is an issue which is discussed 

during the year. There is a donation link on our website. We are really grateful to our members for their support, in particular when 

we need help with surveys, events etc. We couldn’t operate successfully without you, so, many thanks to you all. 

Lindsey Bilston, Secretary/ Membership NBG 

Due to the current lockdown as a result of COVID-19 events are not currently running, however this will be continuously re-assessed in accordance 

with the most up to date government guidance. As usual, please keep an eye on the Norwich Bat group website for the most up to date list of events. 

Contact Lindsey Bilston for further details of any event via email enquiries@bats.org.uk. 

 

There have been numerous reports that various communities and governmental authorities in several regions of the world have been 

culling bats in a misplaced effort to combat the disease. The Secretariats of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species 

of Wild Animals (CMS), the Agreement on the Conservation of Populations of European Bats (EUROBATS) and the Agreement on the 

Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA), in consultation with bat experts in the CMS family, have prepared the 

following factual points for further dissemination:  

1. Bats do not spread COVID-19. COVID-19 is being transmitted from humans to other humans. 

2. There is no evidence that bats directly infected humans with COVID-19 in the first place. Scientific investigations are pointing to 

a chain of events that may have involved bats but most likely only through an intermediate animal. 

3. There are some 1,400 bat species living in the wild around the world. Many have adapted to urban environments, living in 

backyard gardens, urban parks and even roosting under bridges, without posing the slightest threat to their human neighbours.  

4. Bats provide enormous benefits including pollination, seed dispersal and pest control, worth billions of dollars annually.  

5. Many bat species are in trouble and need our help to survive. Dozens of bat species are protected by CMS and EUROBATS. But 

much more needs to be done to ensure the survival of bats around the world. While the killing of bats will not have any effects 

on the spread of COVID-19, it would adversely affect the conservation status of bat populations. 

6. A similar misdirected focus occurred at the height of the 2006 avian influenza, with calls for widespread culling of migratory 

waterbirds and the draining of their wetland habitats.  

The original notification to the parties can be found on the EUROBATS website.  

https://www.norwichbatgroup.co.uk/events/
https://www.eurobats.org/sites/default/files/documents/news/COVID-19/notification_2020_005_cms_aewa_eurobats.pdf

