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The Norwich Natterer 

Welcome to your winter issue of the Norwich Natterer. Norwich Bat Group itself has been 

somewhat in hibernation, although individual members have been active with the 

essential role of bat care and supporting members of the public, surveys and our project 

work.  It’s great to hear that our membership is growing (from 189 to 229) over the past 

few months as people get even more in touch with nature and interested in wildlife, 

including bats and how to protect them.  

Norwich Bat Group held our annual meeting on 1st December via computer screens. It 

was great to see everyone and a range of topics were covered, including:  

• our engaging dark skies art competition which had 39 entries 

• new public engagement events for 2021  

• equipment needs for events 

• last winter’s hibernation surveys  

• planning future projects, including working with the Norfolk Ponds Project to see 

how bats are using new pond habitats created by farmers and land managers and 

our Nathusius’ pipistrelle project (see below and full article in this newsletter) 

The highlight of the meeting was an update on our work with Dutch scientists and bat 

workers from across Europe, we are tracking Nathusius’ pipistrelle that migrate across the 

North Sea and seem to enjoy living alongside our wetlands of the Broads in particular!  

We have been using some of your membership subscriptions for new interpretation 

panels at Caister-on-Sea and Dunwich as part of our exciting project led by Jane Harris to 

track the migration of Nathusius’ pipistrelle for the first time. This project was presented 

at the last BCT East of England Bat Conference.  With this project, if we can confirm direct 

movement of Nathusius’ pipistrelle from East Anglia to the Netherlands, there will be 

significant publicity around this.  

More of our projects are in this issue of the Natterer, I hope you enjoy this and many 

thanks for your support for bats and the work of Norwich Bat Group. 

Andrea Kelly 

Chair’s welcome 

Issue 6              December 2020 

for Norwich and the surrounding area 

Support Us 

If you would like to become a member of Norwich Bat Group we do not ask for 

a membership fee. However, we rely on donations and if you would like to 

support the work of Norwich Bat Group, this can be done via the Norwich Bat 

Group Website. Thank you for your support!  

The central part of the Norwich Bat Group’s efforts are to help protect, 

conserve and raise awareness of bats in Norwich and the surrounding area.  

Affiliated with the Bat Conservation Trust 

https://www.norwichbatgroup.co.uk/membership/
https://www.norwichbatgroup.co.uk/membership/
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Norwich Bat Group News 

Due to the current government restrictions as a result of COVID-19 events are not currently running, however this will be continuously re-

assessed in accordance with the most up to date government guidance. As usual, please keep an eye on the Norwich Bat Group website for the 

most up to date list of events. 

Contact Lindsey Bilston for further details of any event via email norwichbatgroup@gmail.com  

Congratulations to the winners of the bats in dark skies art compe-

tition 

We are very pleased to announce the winners of the  bats in dark 

skies art competition. There were 39 amazing entries from some 

seriously talented people. 

Congratulations to Madison Chase, Daphne Edgar and Milo Davey 

on your winning entries.  

Having seen the quality of entries and the time that people had 

spent, the judges found additional funding to award bat boxes to 12 

winners, including the pupils from Red Oak Primary School in 

Lowestoft. 

 The judges have received brilliant feedback including from one win-

ner who was ‘absolutely thrilled to receive the bat box over the 

weekend, so a big thank you. She has always been keen on watching 

birds and now will be watching for bats in the night’s sky.’ 

 

National Bat Monitoring Programme 

A large common pipistrelle maternity has been monitored at  Spix-

worth Church. There was a maximum count of 515 common pipi-

strelles last season and a count of 414 common pipistrelles in 2020. 

 

The National Nathusius’ Pipistrelle Project, Bat Box checks 

and Hibernation checks 

Norwich Bat Group continues to be involved in the National Nathu-

sius’ Pipistrelle Project, and carry out bat box and hibernation 

checks. Some of the practical aspects of this work have been unable 

to go ahead this year due to COVID-19, however we are hopeful 

that this work will be able to continue again next year. 

Madison Chase   

Daphne Edgar  

Milo Davey 
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Due to covid-19 restrictions, we have been unable to carry 

out any spring trapping and radiotagging of Nathusius’ pipi-

strelles for the migration project this year.  However, work 

has continued to try to find more locations for MOTUS re-

ceivers to fill in the gaps on the East Anglian coast.  Two 

have been found; one at RSPB Minsmere and another at 

Benacre pumping station, both in Suffolk. The equipment 

will be provided by Wageningen University and Norwich 

Bat Group will install it. Ewan Parsons is our technical ex-

pert and is now very experienced in the technology, having 

installed four since we joined the project.  Sue Parsons and 

I will assist.  

The receivers comprise four 5 element Yagi antennae 

which are mounted on masts. The arrangement and meth-

od of fixing depends on the building or structure and may 

be a single mast with 4 antennae or 2 masts with 2 anten-

nae as shown in the photograph. At Minsmere, there is an 

existing mast for RSPB telecommunications which we are 

able to use. 

 

We hope to be able to trap and radiotag at 

Minsmere and Dunwich this spring, and if we 

are successful, the receivers at these locations 

will detect the MOTUS tags and show if bats 

remain in the area (residents) or leave it 

(possibly migrants). If tagged bats move up or 

down the coast and are detected by other re-

ceivers, this may be evidence of migratory ac-

tivity on our coast. If they are detected by re-

ceivers on the Dutch coast, this would be an 

amazing result and confirmation that they 

have crossed the North Sea on their return to 

mainland Europe.  

At Dunwich Heath, the National Trust was keen 

to have an interpretation board to explain to 

visitors the purpose of the antennae installed 

on the Seawatch building. The board was de-

signed over the summer, with help from Ruth 

Murray, and delivered to the National Trust 

who have displayed it inside the building.  

 

Credit: MOTUS receiver on the roof of the CEFAS building at Lowestoft  

MOTUS Bat Migration Project Update 

Written by  Jane Harris 
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A ONE-EARED LONG-EARED!  

An adult female brown long-eared bat was found grounded 

in a garden in Ashwellthorpe this summer. On collection 

and examination, I was amazed to see that one ear was al-

most completely missing with only a narrow strip of the 

front edge remaining. This was permanently erect and not 

able to fold back as normal. The injury was not recent. The 

base of the missing ear was completely healed and healthy, 

and there were no signs of a cat attack or other trauma that 

would have torn off the ear. My best guess is that the injury 

occurred when she was a very young pup and still depend-

ent on mum for milk, so she would be regularly fed and 

able to rest and heal.  

But even more amazing was the fact that she was par-

ous. The appearance of the nipples showed that she 

had suckled a pup this summer. So although she only 

had one ear to receive the echoes of her calls during 

hunting, she had clearly adapted to this disability, been 

able to catch prey, grown to adulthood and bred.  

Bat Care Blog 

This summer the Norwich Bat Group has been writing a 

Bat Care Blog on the ‘news’ page of the Norwich Bat 

Group website. Keep an eye on the Norwich Bat Group 

‘news’ page for bat care updates. 

If you would like to support bat carers in their valuable work please donate to the Norwich Bat 

Group and let us know that you would like the funding to go towards  bat care. 

Bat Care 
Written by  Jane Harris 
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I was pleased to present the final statement for the financial year 1 May 2019 – 30 April 2020 at the 
virtual AGM earlier this year. For those really interested, the tables provided below show a summary 
of the income and expenditure of the group for that time period, with a comparative figure for the 
previous financial year. For those that just want a quick summary – read on! 

At the end of the financial year, we had £2,347.31 in our various accounts – that’s an increase of 
£346.76 from the previous year. Most of the income has been generated through walks and talks held 
by the group, alongside membership donations (for which we send out a HUGE thank you). Our 
expenditure has mostly revolved around the purchase of bat detectors to use during group-led walks 
(plus the ever necessary batteries for said detectors), and food and drinks for events. A big but 
hopefully one-off expenditure was new security locks at one of the hibernation sites we monitor after 
it was broken into. 

Although we anticipate less income this current financial year as we have been unable to get out and 
about during the Covid-19 pandemic, we have still received some membership donations which have 
helped with costs of some of our Project Work such as elements of the National Nathusius’ Pipistrelle 
Project which have been unaffected by repeated lockdowns. A small deficit at the end of this financial 
year is likely, but we are in a strong position to get through this and into (hopefully) a much better 
year in 2021. 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
Written by  Abi Gray 
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#DontBlameBats 

A new campaign called #DontBlameBats has been launched to dispel 
widespread unfounded fears and myths about bats which are 
threatening conservation during the pandemic.  

A 4-minute animated video created by Clara Prieto and the Spanish 

Association for the Conservation and Research of Bats (SECEMU) with 

input from the UK’s Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) explains important 

differences between infectious SARS viruses in humans and similar 

viruses in wild animals. It also highlights the benefits that bats bring 

to humans and ecosystems. 

COVID-19 is a human disease and people are responsible for its 

transmission to other humans around the world, not bats or other 

wildlife. 

 

To watch the 4-minute animated video click on the image below. 

Miscellany 

BatChat 

BatChat is the Podcast from the Bat Conservation Trust. Designed 

for its members and the wider bat conservation community and 

presented by Steve Roe, BCT's Trustee and Vice-Chair of 

Derbyshire Bat Group, it talks to the experts as well as local 

heroes to bring you the stories from the bat conservation 

movement. 

Listen to all episodes here - http://batchat.buzzsprout.com/ 

Inside the Bat Cave 

A remarkable journey into the secret world of bats. Cutting-edge night-

vision cameras follow the hidden life of a greater horseshoe bat roost 

for four months. It features the amazing work of The Bat Conservation 

Trust’s National Bat Helpline staff and volunteers, who advise 

thousands of people about bats every year and rescue many 

distressed ones. It also follows the vital conservation work carried out 

by people involved in our National Bat Monitoring Programme. 

Did you find out which bat goes from slumber to 160km/hour! Don’t 

worry you can catch up on Inside The Bat Cave on BBC iPlayer: 

www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000nx12/inside-the-bat-cave 

Credit: Greater horseshoe bat.. The Mammal Society. Photo by Steph Cooling-
Green  

http://batchat.buzzsprout.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000nx12/inside-the-bat-cave
https://youtu.be/gilj-fd77Ew
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Christmas Bat Quiz 

 

Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com   

1. How many resident bat species are there in the UK? 

2. Which species of bat is the largest in the UK? 

3. What do bats feed on? 

4. How do bats navigate and hunt for insects in the dark? 

5. Where do bats live? 

6. How long can bats live? 

7. What is a baby bat called? 

8. How many babies do female bats have a year? 

9. Where does the word Serotine derive from? 

10. Where does the name Barbastelles’ come from? 

 

PLEASE ROTATE THE PAGE TO VIEW THE ANSWERS! 

Answers 

1. There are 18 species of bat in the UK, 17 of which are known to be breeding here. 

2. Noctule bat 

3. Bats feed on insects in a wide range of habitats. 

4.All UK bat species use echolocation to navigate and hunt for insects in the dark. 

5. Bats live in roosts and they need different roosting conditions at different times of year. 

6. Many UK bats live for around five years, however some have been known to live up to 30 years!  

7.  A pup. Pups can weigh up to a third of their mothers body weight when born. 

8.  Usually only one a year, twins are rare in Britain.  

9. Serotine derives from the Latin word for evening. 

10. Barbastella is the Latin for ‘Star Beard’ and is a reference to the white tips present on the Barbastelle's fur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


